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June 27, 2010

MINUTE FOR MISSION – CHRISTIAN GIVING

There are times when I sometimes struggle to find a suitable message in the Minute for Mission that I offer at the end of every month.  Sometimes I spend hours just trying to find a theme or a thread that can be made into a meaningful story.

Then, there are other times, like today, when things fall into place and the Minute almost writes itself.  It’s like the stars in the sky come into alignment and two or three seemingly unconnected events come together in a way that is more wonderful than anything a person could write.

Last weekend, I attended a day long seminar with Laurel Dinsmore and Stephanie Fowler down in Mississauga.  The topic was STEWARDSHIP.  I went expecting to come away with certain things and I was not disappointed; I have a long list of ideas and suggestions to consider for use here at First United. 

I also came away with something I did not expect.  Ben Harder was the instructor of the seminar and he’s a man that has seen and done just about everything possible in the world of church fundraising.  So, while I was expecting him to pass on the practical “do’s and don’ts” of fundraising, I was not expecting him to take us back to the central theme of Christian giving.  Ben said that “giving is not about the person in need, it’s about the person who needs to give.”  He went on to explain that in Christianity, we all have a responsibility…he used the word “discipleship”… we all have a responsibility to give, and this responsibility is based not on our understanding of what another person needs, but on our need, as followers of Christ, to give.  The simplicity and truth of that single statement startled me; it made me think…and I’m still thinking of how this applies to us at First United.

A couple of days went by and last Tuesday evening, on behalf of First United, Laurel and I attended a grant giving event for the Community Foundation of Grey-Bruce.  We were called forward to receive a cheque.  The cheque represented a portion of the annual interest from an endowment fund, established by a couple that attended this church.  They wished that the name of the endowment fund not be made public.  The cheque is in the amount of $2,512.04 and will go to the church’s general account, where our NEED is significant.

The first thing that went through my head was “what a great gift…we really need that.”  The second thing that went through my mind was “this is exactly what Ben Harder was talking about”.  This family’s endowment is not about our need.  Those people knew this church but could not have known what our NEED would be.  This about that family’s need to give, about them living faithfully as Christians and as members of our worship community.  They decided to give in a way that would carry on for years after their passing…in perpetuity, as they say at the Community Foundation.

I have attended grant awards on behalf of other charities and organizations for over 10 years and this is the first time it hit home this way.  It is a startling and humbling lesson, to be on the receiving end of someone’s generosity, someone I’ve never known, someone who made this gift on the basis of their need to give, who could never have foreseen our need.

And so, here I am this morning, having come full-circle.  I was taught the stewardship lesson by Ben Harder: the discipleship of giving.  Then I saw the lesson demonstrated at first hand: a faithful family… in life and beyond life…giving in the understanding that they need to give as followers of Christ.

For all the rationale I can gather or the stories that I can cobble together, none of it goes to the heart of the Mission & Service Fund like this does.  Our support to M&S is based on this underlying need to give.  In this age and in this world, we can’t possibly know who needs what and how much they need.  All we can know is that as Christians, we need to give.

Thank you for your ongoing support to M&S. 

